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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-1st District)                announced today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded                the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampshire County a $199,962 grant                (over three years) for a Juvenile Mentoring Program (JUMP).              

œBig Brothers Big Sisters has a long history of creating successful,                one-on-one mentoring relationships. They take great pride in selecting                ideal mentors for the children who really need the extra guidance                and personal attention,” Olver said.              

œI am pleased to have supported this grant and am confident that                this experience will provide the relevant experiences necessary                to enrich the lives of these children.”              

The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampshire County is based out of                Bangs Community Center in Amherst. They  will provide a commuity-based                mentoring program for at-risk youth ages 7-11 who attend Jackson                Street School in Northampton. The program will target academic performance,                juvenile delinquency, substance abuse, and gang involvement.              

The program consists of recruiting mentors from the local business,                academic, professional, and religious communities to address issues                related to anger management, conflict resolution, and academic improvement.              

The Big Brothers Big Sisters staff and Northampton Police Department                will share food, ideas, and concerns with parents and will address                gang involvement, domestic violence, personal empowerment, community                resources, homework strategies, single parenting struggles and conflict                resolution.              

œThese type of grants provide wonderful possibilities for at-risk                children by helping them to manage issues that are of great importance                in their development,” Olver remarked.             
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